Effects of Rhythm Training for Pronunciation of
Geminated Stops by Chinese Speakers
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Summary

One of the problems of acquisition of geminated stops for Chinese
speakers(CSs) is that they tend to pronounce or perceive words with geminated
sops as without one morae. This study investigates effects of rhythm training
using two types of auditory rhythms (rhythm sound; "mora-unit type" &
"tact-unit type™) for correcting CSs" pronunciation of geminated stops by CSs
(advanced learner of Japanese).

The results of analysis of correctness of pronunciation show that both
types of rhythm training are effective, and that the training using "mora-unit



type" is tend to be more effective.

And the results of analysis of the length of closure duration of geminated
stops pronounced by CSs before and after training show that the training using
"mora-unit type'" are make them more longer than the training using "tact-unit
type".
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Table 1
(S.D.) 87.57%(6.64) 97.71%(2.71)  87.43%(7.03) 94.43%(4.55)
2% 2
A(1,26)=108.50, <
.001
X H(1,26)=7.95,
p<.01 X

£<.001; A(1,26)=28.856, p<.001

A(1,26)=87.60,



A(1,52)=3.960,
p~0.052
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A(1,26)=1189.72, <

Table 2
(N=14)

173.26(9.89) 213.83(9.77)  175.47(11.24) 200.13(11.80)
100




.001

A(1,26)=70.82, p<.001)

A(1,52)=10.64, p<.01;
A(1,26)=929.53, p<.001; A(1,26)=340.00, p<.001
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